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CCC 2-030 
s it is not only the duty, but 
Z A 5 the real intereſt of every 
$ body to conduct themſelves 
VG in ſuch a manner through 
life, as to deſerve a good reputation; 
ſo it is particularly neceſſary to the 
intereſt and welfare of thoſe, whoſe | 
dependencies will not allow them to 
deſpiſe and profeſs themſelves above 
the cenſures of the world; —ſor ſhould MW 
men be fooliſh enough to ſay or do ſo W 
A 2 from 


1 


from inclination; yet neceſſity muſt 
or ought to oblige us poor folks to pay 
a proper regard to our intereſt, as 1 
before obſerved. 

None of us upon entering the world 
but has a character to take care of, a 
name which ought to be dear to us: 
a reputation as yet unſullie] we cannot 
be too tenacious of, —but defend it to 
the utmoſt of our abilities. Alt is, I 
believe, to moſt men in every degree, 
particularly in an inferior ſtation, their 
chief ſupport, for when a good name 
15 irretrievably loſt, —who is there 
but eſteems life a burthen, —and in- 
deed how are ſome men to live with- 
out it. Now ſuch is my ſituation, 
that to forfeit mine, will be to fort: it 
my livelihood :—but before I go on 
I muſt beg leave to tell who and what 
Jam; and then the occaſion of theſe 
obſervations into which I have been 
led by my own experience. 
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My Parents kept a little neat ale- 
houſe in Tottenham Court Road— 
where I lived till about the age of 
fifteen, uſually exerciſing myſelf in 
drawing porter, and attending the 
cuſtomers;:— nor was my education 
neglected in the mean time, —for as 
we had a little kind of ordinary every 
day—chance, or a craving appetite 
brought to our ſhop a very worthy 
man, to whom I proteſs myſelf eter- 
nally indebted. 

Among the number of my. Father's 
cuſtomers, who daily attended at our 
ordinary was this man, —he was one, 
who had always to the total neglect 
of all worldly goods, confined himſelf 
to the ſtudy of books. In the know- 
ledge of tele, he might boaſt of 


wealth, but ſuch riches alone could 


barely keep his carcaſe from the cold. 


Indeed he was a man deſerving of 
a better dinner not that I would be 
underſtood 


E 


underſtcod to run down our little eat- 


ing houſc, — for in truth every thing 
was tidy, clean and wholeſome—not 
to mention very cheap—to this laſt 
quality perhaps was owing all my eru- 
dition, —this was the ſource of all my 
learning. My Father, who always had 
a juſt ſenſe of the merits of his fellow- 
creatures, could not but look with 
compaſſion mingled with the greateſt 
veneration, for a character ſo reſpect- 
able, and yet ſo hardly uſed, —nor did 
he ever ,omit ſhewing him every poſ- 
ſible mark of reſpect due to ſo much 
worthineſs—and at length ſo great a 
friendſhip was conceived for him— 
that my father thought his company 
ſufficiently over paid him, without 
any a conſiderations: And 
thus he not only cat and drank at our 
houſe craris, but moſt gracioutly 
accepted the offer of becoming one of 
the family. IIe ever of a grateful diſ- 
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poſition, thought himſelf bound to be 


as ſerviceable as he could, —and there- 
fore in return for all favors, very 
kindly took to himſelf the care of my 
learning, —and I cannot omit was al- 
ways pleaſed to compliment me upon 
my improvement. © Mr. Fapp, he uſed 
often to ſay, I glory in having fuch a 
pupil, —your ſon Thomas is a lad of 
parts and quick diſcernment, and as 
far as I can judge, wants nothing but 
a little cultivation, —his temper 1s 
good and ſprightly; and depend upon 
it he will make good his way through 
the world“; not till I was fifteen years 
old when I left the family did he 
deſiſt or relinquiſh his care and atten- 
tion to my education:—And if I have 
not anſwered his deſcription of me, 
he has not been wanting on his part, 


to prove the opinion he had of my ff 
abilities was not without foundation. 


Thus I paſſed my boyith days alter- 
nately 


| 


| 
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nately in the garret at my ſtudies, my 
tutor havirg a good ſtock of books; 
or in the cellar criwirg porter, —till 
being recommended by a friend to an 
eiderly GENTLEMAN as an handy errant 
boy, —as ſoon as my Father had pro- 


cured one, who would ſupply my 


place; after a moving farewell from 
my friends, and much good advice 
from my tutor. I departed. I was 
no ſooner entered into this place as a 
mercury and his worſhip'sſhoc black— 
than away we ſet off for Bath, where 
my Maſter was ordered for his health 
by his phy ſicians, —but there unſor- 
tuvately for me, he died. have the 
greateſt ren ſon to revere his memcry, 
for indeed he was a maſter of ten 
thouſand. —It was now time that J 
ſhould look about for the means of 


d Ee an honeſt livelihood. iI had 


earnt from the fatal experience of my 
tutor, — that the knowledge of books 
alone 
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8 
alone would afford but a ſcanty ſub- 


ſiſtence. On this account I got into 
a barber's ſhop, a hair-dreſſer of emi- 
nence, who dreſſed au, dernier gout 
and who was courted by all the nobi- 
lity and gentryg.that reſorted to this 
place of entertainment; and here give 
me leave to recommend to young men, 
who would wiſh to thrive in the world 
the trade of ſhaving and dreſſing,.— 
particularly the latter qualification; it 
will anſwer their account every way. 
I ſay this, who perhaps have rather 
too much neglected theſe advantages 
put into my hands,—and though I 
might have been remiſs in not ſeizing 
every opportunity which came in my 


way of bettering my fortune; —yet 


will I enſure ſuccels to any young ex- 
pert and ſpirited fellow, who ſhall 
follow my recommendation. Durin 
three years that I lived in the ſhop, 

had- every day great proofs of the re- 
ſpect 


n 
ſpect ſhewn to hair- dreſſers, from thoſe 
one would hardly ſuſpect; but ſo it 
is, the frizeur mult ever be a proſper- 
ous and reſpectable perſonage, - hilſt 


thus carreſſed - hilſt ſome folks pre- 


ſer the outward ornaments of the head, 


to the utter ruin and neglect of its in- 


ſide; one thing in my recommenda- 
tion I had almoſt forgot, and a very 
critical thing too - let thoſe whowould 
wiſh to ſucceed, (as all muſt who pur- 
ſue fortune in this path,) at leaſt 
tike care to frenchify their names, as 
this alone goes a great way in the good 
wiſhes of the cfleminate part of man- 
kind; — perhaps one of the principal 
cauſes of my not riding in my chariot 
is, that I have never myſelf followed 


this advice; but have always been con- 


tent with plain Mr. Tapp. I made no 
fmall progreſs in the art of cutting, 
ſha- ing and dreſſing, —andby the time! 
became an adept in my profeſſion, a 
0 GENTLEMAN 
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eſtate was conſiderable— nor was his 


ferior to his abilities; he was indeed 
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GENTLEMAN to whom my father had 
been late butler, wanting a ſervant, 
received me into his ſervice, I attend- 
ed him to his country ſeat, not a 
hundred miles from the metropolis, 
and near a ſmall village, where he was 
received with acclamations of joy by 
all his dependants. My Maſter had 
too great a regard for his own domeſtic 
happineſs, not to prefer the quiet of a 
country life, to the noiſe and buſtle 
of the buſy world :—it is not enough 
to ſay he had an eaſy fortune, his 


inclination to ſuccour the diſtreſſed in- 


the father of the little village, antici- 
pating and preventing all its wants; 
and by his munificence rendered the 
villagers happy within themſelves. 

Content and harmony reigned al- 
moſt throughout, — I ſay almoſt for 
as there is no rule without an excep- if 

8. tion, 
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tion, fo our villagers did not want reſt- 
leſs and diſcontented people. Not 
many days after we got down to this 
happy retreat of innocence and mirth, 
—was I commiſſioned to the village 
with my maſter's dirty linnen the 
waſher-woman's daughter, Betty, who 
Was juſt entering the prime of her life, 
had very deſervedly been the object of 
admiration, —few of the village ſwains 
could reſiſt ſo mavy charms; all yield- 
ed up their hearts—but alas without 
any return/—nothing could move her, 
the hardneſs of her heart was equal to 
.thoſe perſonal charms the truth of 
it was, ſuch was her diſpoſition, that 
under any other mother, the might, 
by this time, have been a gem of moſt 

recious value : but this was not to be 
* fate; her pious mother had taken 
care early to implant in her tender 
breaſt every thought, every inclinati- 
on that could tend to the promotion 
Rs "of 
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of her ambitious airy wiſhes ; thus 
we ſce pride, deteſtable pride, though 
haughty in its nature, deſcending even 
as low as the waſh-tub, and diving a- 
mong the very ſuds!—Poverty itſelf 
cannot bar its homely doors againſt 
this fooliſh inſufferable penetrating 
fiend ; —the good woman did not want 
her ſhare, which ſhe always took care 
to inſtill in the daughter's mind, — 
and I have ſince had the greateſt rea- 
ſon to believe, that every other con- 
ſideration was ſubſervient to theſe early 
marks of the mother's pious care, No 


opportunity was neglected of expatiat- 


ing upon the greatneſs of the family 
before her child, —and I muſt confeſs 
not without 3 apparent reaſon, — 

for her huſband Mr. Ratlin, was at 
that time, and I believe is now, ſecond 
MATE of a large veſſel. No wonder 
then the village youths were deſpiſed. | 
No wonder that the girl would never 


liſten 
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liſten to any of their ſoft addrefies. — 
She was bleſſed with a mother, who 
could never bear the idea of her being 
thrown away upon ſuch unlicked 
country bumpkins,—and therefore 
uſed every means to ſtrengthen her 
little heart againſt the 1 Sage attacks 
of nature, —ſor natural were the loves 
of theſe young ſwains. As I had been 
at London and Bath, and had rot 
omitted one of the principal qualifi- 
catiors of a barber, viz. that of mak- 
ing myſelf agreeable to the ladies—1 
was not a little flattered with the agree- 
able deluſion of having made ſome im- 
preſſion on the flinty heart (though 
not naturally ſo} of this gul: Mrs, 
Ratlin cver an of her intereſt, 
no ſooner perceived the fond regard 
with which I approached lier dau ohter 
—than ſhe, I think I may aſſert with 
truth, in a manner made me the fiiſt 


overtures, —nor did ſhe leave a ſtone 
unturned 


” . * 
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and ſo great was her cunning and per- 


to a better match in regard to birth; 
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unturned to accompliſh her wiſhes, 


ſeverance, that matters were con- 
cluded on; before there was the leaſt 
room for reflection on my ſide, —it 
will not be improper here to obſerve, 
that I, as the Squire's head- man, his 
FACTOTUM, was always ſaluted by the 
villagers with great reſpect, —a diſ- 
tinction that greatly raiſed me in the 
opinion of this ambitious woman, and 
that I had a legacy left me by my old 
Maſter, who died at Bath, which 
might have cnabled me to enter into 
buſineſs for myſelf, was no ſecret to 
the village; this accounted ſuſſhiciently 
for her partiality to me—nor could 
ſhe reſt till every thing was determined 
on and ſettled, —<* You know my dear 
Betſy, fays ſhe, Tom Tapp is a toler- 
ably good natured fellow, and though 
you might be, and certainly are entitled 


yet 
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yet we ought to conſider, that though m 
he is now only his worſhip's vaLeT pr ſe; 
CHAMBRE; yet he has money—which . 
may enable us to live a little more m 
comfortably - and at a diſtance from ſor 
theſe ruſtics ;—and you know my We 
dear, the quality folks never think of ſet 
any thing when they marry but their ga 
own conveniences, And as I ſaid be- it. 
fore, Thomas is really good natured, cc. 
and when we can once get him to « 
marry you, we will eaſily perſuade him & 

to quit his ſervice, and go to town, cc | 

| where he may, inſtead of being a ſer- ch 
. vant, ſet up his own ſhop, in the moſt ct 

1 orgy part of, Wapping. '—With Ea 
- ſuch like arguments did ſhe prevail on 5 
her harmleſs Betty to admit my em- cc 

' braces: her little heart took fire, at cc | 


thought of being a fine lady at Wap- « {| 
ping, — and nothing but the loves of 6, 
Thomas and Betty rung through the ©. 
whole village. At length it reached « 


my 


1 

my maſter's ears: as I had always 
ſerved him faithfully and attentively, 
he in return took every means to 
make me happy in my ſtation. No 
ſooner did he hear of my intended 
wedding, that taking me into his clo- 
ſet, le thus began to adviſe me a- 
gainſt my impending ruin, as he called 
it. Thomas you are certain, I can 
be no ſtranger to what paſſes below 
{© inthe village ;—among other things 
“ have heard of your intended nup- 
„ tuals.“— © Your worſhip, ſays I, 
© knows I would never reſolve on any 
thing without firſt getting your 
* conſent and approbation, —particu- 
* larly in a thing of ſuch moment, — 
* You ſay right Thomas, this is a 
« thing of the utmoſt moment—your 
future happineſs or miſery depends 
c upon a prudent choice: for which 
e reaſon, though I ſhall not attempt 


to controul you—yet will I endea- 
+8 © vour 


3 


© your to convince you of— and if 


ce poſſible, fave you from too ſudden]y 
* concluding upon a ſtep which will 
* terminate, (if I am not much miſ- 
{© taken) in your total deſtruction. I 
„will, I fay, endeavour to prevent 
e ſuch fatal conſequences befalling 
you, by giving you ſuch a light into 
the family with whom you are juſt 
* upon the brink of being connected, 
as will be ſufficient to guide your 
c reaſon; then will it remain for you 
eto oppole that to your paſſions : the 
hole village rings with the praiſes 
of this girl's beauty, I hope ſhe may 
in time become worthy of its praiſes, 
© though I have no great reaſon to 
expect it, while governed by a mo- 
© ther who has made herſelf con- 
e temptible long ſince in the eyes and 
* opinion of all good people. She has 
« aſtrange mixture of pride and mean- 
e neſs in her compoſition, —but why 
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do I ſay a „range mixture, they are 
qualities inſeparable, and equally 
to be pitied, - and I am ſorry to 
ſay, it is ſcarce poſſible human na- 
ture can be more degenerate, or 
poſſeſs thoſe deſpicable qualities, a 
vain pride with a mean ſoul in a 
greater and more terrible degree than 
do.s this woman. She has a worthy 
huſband, but he being an eaſy man 
gives up the management of affairs 
to her. —I hope they are happy, — 
but the world will talk; I know 
not how it is, but I have heard much 
of her incontinency in the abſence 
of her ſpouſe; —the ſuddenneſs— 
in which ſhe has engaged you, con- 
firms me 1n an opinion I have long 
harboured of her, — that ſhe is ever 
upon the watch for every thing that 
may beſt turn to her account.— 
You have been ſo fortunate, I hear, 


as to have got a legacy from your 
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late maſter, for your attention and 
faithful ſervices during his laſt fatal 
illneſs, a ſu Hciency, that will per- 
mit you to purſue your trade and live 
comfortably and decently (but with 
economy) in the marriage ſtate : — 
but you cannot be ignorant that to 
enjoy the comforts of life, it will be 
neceſſary and requiſite to ſtudy and 
find out the tempers of thoſe with 
whom we are to live; this ought to 
be the eſpecial care of each and every 
man; more particularly ought you 
to attend to this circumſtance, — 
nor indeed can you be too circum- 
ſpect, having a woman to deal with, 
without conſcience; every advantage 
that can be derived to her from this 
UNION, depend upon it ſhe will not 
neglect even to your ruin and that 
of your wife's—tuough her own 
daughter. You have likewiſe been 


uncommonly ſerviceably to me;— 
ce the 
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the whole village is acquainted 
with my good withes towards you, | 
not for your merit alone, though | 
that deſerves my commendation,— | 
but for the faithful ſervices of my 
old butler, your Father; the good 
ſenſe, which has hitherto diſtinguiſh- i 
ed you from others in your fituation | 
in life, and which has juſtly gained 
you the confidence of your maſters, | 
will, I hope, be powerful enough i 
to convince and ſtrengthen your 


youth againſt the flattery of wicked 4 


ill-deſigning people: I do not think i 
you vain enough to liſten to half 
the fulſome nonſenſe of an artful if 
woman ;—yet I cannot help cau- 
tioning you in this caſe particular- 
ly ;—ſhould any other more advan- || 


« tageous offer preſent itſelf, which is 


cc 


hardly poſſible for one in their ſta- 


*« tion to expect; yet I am well aſ- 
* ſured, from the nature of this cun- | 


62 ning | 


* 


% ning woman, that ſhould any thing 
ce offer, which could more immediate- 
« ly tend to ker intereſt, —every mark 
© of friendſhip and affection with 
* which I doubt not you are at pre- 
c {ent tufhciently peſtered, would 

te quickly change into the utmoſt cold- 
© neſs and diſdain, if not into down- 
& right Billingſgate abuſe.“ 

With a grateful ſenſe of my Maſ- 
ter's coodveſs, I aſſured him, that J 
ſhould ſtudy to act conſiſtent with the 
good opinion he was pleated to enter- 
tain of me, in this and every other 
matter, through lije;—at the ſame 
time I could not help obſerving, and 
telling him, that ſo high an idea had 
Jof Betty Ratlin's ſweetneſs of heart, 
as to imagine nothing was wanting to 
perfect her but a removal from her 
| mother, —© Thomas, ſays my Maſter, 
& did you ever hear, that even 1n this 


« pir], young as ſhe is, pride had ſub- 
“ dued 


— 
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« dued her nature, and was the grand 
* obſtacle between her love and the 
object of that love; nay io great 
was and is her paſhon for another 
at this very time, that had he but 


your proſpects, that obſtacle am- 


„ hition, would ſoon be removed.” 


All this, Sir, I have heard, but when 
[ look at her, and contemplate ſo much | 
youth and innocence as appear in her 


countenance, I cannot but impute it 
to the falſe rumour of a malicious 
world. Why indeed Thomas, fays 
he, the world is very cenſorious: I 
c heartily wiſh you may find theſe 
„ aſperſions falſe, as you can defire— 


« if you find yourſelf incapable of be- 
„ing happy without her, Heaven || 
ce bleſs you both together: I ſhall al- 


cc { ware endeavour to make your hap- || 


. complete.“ 


Theſe laſt words of my Maſter's 


encouraged me to proſecute my matri- || 


monial | 


i 
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monial ſcheme; and in truth my vouth- 


ful paſſions were too much inflamed 
to liſten to the dictates of reaſon, — þ 
for however rational I might then t 
have thought it I have erf reflected Fa 
upon it in a very different light.— 7 
As often as my Maſter's buſineſs 8 
would allow, I cloſely attended my 1 
Dulcix za, —and eee I was greatly v 
prepoſſeſſed in favour of my Miſtreſs, 8 
I never had any very high opinion of h 

| her mother; what my Maſter hinted 8 
relative to her character, alarmed me p 
for her daughter's ſake not a little: t 
and I was ſorry to find by my attend ft 
| ance and perſeverance, that all my 9 
ſuſpicions and my Maſter's inlinuati- wy 
ons were confirmed by her conduct in b 

| the abſence of a much injured huſband. a; 
—ſo much does it behove people in g 

| a higher ſphere of life, to be careful ti 
of their characters; as they will ever p 


be patterns for the lower ſort: —this 
happy 


69 


unhappy woman, vain of being thought 
ſomething above the commonalty, 
has imagined it abſolutely eſſential to 
the diſtinction of quality folks, to add 
adultery to every other ſaſhionable 
vice, — and indeed I cannot but re- 
mark that in the preſent age; it is a 
vice too prevalent among the great; a 
vice in which each of both ſexes are 
eadcavouring to outv:e the other; — 
by this means rendering the very name 
of NoB1LITY deſpicable, — even to be 
pitied by the vulgar; —and theſe are 
the people who from an exalted 
ſtation in life, ſhouid ſet us poor folks 
good examples. —Inſtead of this, when 
any thing very wicked is done, aſk 
but the queition, way TH1s? and the 
anſwer directly and juſtly levels at the 
great, THE QUALITY DO so. - And 
thus are the moſt impious actions per- 


petrated among the inferior ſort of 
D mankind 


—— — 
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mankind, from the bare authority of 
thoſe, whole ſuperior abilities and re- 
flections ſhould diate to them an ab- 
horrence of ſuch baſe ignoble actions. 
My intended mother-in-law was de- 
termined not to omit a tittle that be- 
longed to the BRAU monDeE. During 
the greateſt part of my attendance, 
Mr. Ratlin was at the Coaſt of Guinea: 
—this opportunity the good woman 
did not negle& of improving her 
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harveſt; — but ſo great was her impru- a 
dence, as to admit her gallant in the t 
very preſence of her daughter and my- t 
ſelf. —O rare example !—I wiſh very 1 
ſince rely, — that her impious be- i 
haviour, which ſhe called innocent C 
dalliance, might have no effect upon r 
Betty,. but as ſhe never had a thought v 
of concealing her amours from the ; 


girl, it would be a matter of no ſur- 
prize, ſhould her tender youth imbibe 
thoſe 


A 
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thoſe principles to which her mother 
is ſo much enſlaved, —who takes every 
method of beſtowing the higheſt en- 
comiums on a ſentimental attachment 
in the abſence of her huſband; — and 
ſo lofty are her ideas, that I doubt 
not ſhe would find the utmoſt difh- 
culty in prevailing with herſelf to look 
no further than the limits of her tuh, — 
and adopt ſentiments agreeable to the 
lowneſs of her ſtation :—her inſuffer- 
able pride did not a little contribute 
to the forming a moſt ridiculous con- 
temptible creature; and though the 
love of money was very predominant 
in her heart, yet have I ſeen her ex- 
ceſſive haughtineſs overcome even this 
ruling paſſion, —as her conduct to- 
wards me ſufficiently proved. % 
Thomas, ſays my Maſter to me one 
day,—* how goes on your amour? 
% Or has my advice been able to per- 
D 2 *« ſuade 
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{© ſuade you from your purpoſe ? Are 
© my ſuſpicions groundleſs or not?“ 
T again repeated, that although I had 
not the greateſt reaſon to commend 
the mother's prudence, yet I could 
not but believe the girl would turn 
out agreeable to my wiſhes; and there- 
fore as his Worſhip had not, and did 
not intend to controul me, I was too 
fond of her to withdraw my addreſſes. 
— © Well Thomas, and how do you 
6 propoſe living?” I then took that 
opportunity of - begging the place of 
his Honour's dairy-maid for my ſpouſe, 
as I was very unwilling to quit the 
ſervice of ſo good a Maſter. —< It was 
the very propoſal I was going to 
© make you,—and ſo go and inform 
« Mrs. Ratlin, if you are reſolved.” 
My ſpirits were not a little elated hs 
this my Maſter's kindneſs, —and away 
I trudged to the village, that Betty 
might 
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might alſo partake of my felicity.— 
I was received with apparent love and 
tenderneſs; but no ſooner was the 
motive of my preſevt happineſs un- 
derſtood, than I was thunderſtruck 
with the diſdain of the daughter, and 
ſtunned with the noiſe of the mother, 
I tell you Mr. T homas, you ought 
© to have received the alliance with || 
our family with gratitude, ſor the | 
* honour we intend you, and not treat 
us with ſuch unbecoming inſult ;— || 
* you do not imagine that Betty Ratlin |} 
© 1s all her life to be buried among the | 
0 
C 


ruſtics? No; I hope ſhe will never | 
ſtoop to ſuch injury, —elſe how |} 
comes it ſhe has rejected the many 
© offers of theſe clowns ? Go, if you 
© with ever to obtain her—gol fay to || 
town to London, and there get a || 
pretty gentee] houſe proper to re- 
ceive her, —and there if you chooſe 
It 
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it you may ſet up ſhop, —and at 
© © leaſt endeavour to follow the ſteps 
* of your betters.* I could not help 


ſmiling at the good woman's conceit— 


and was determined to pay no regard 
to it, —but ſound the very bottom of 
Betty's heart; — for though I perceiv- 
ed that the did not reliſh my pro- 
pgſal, yet I could not think, that any 
ſituation in life could have been dil- 
agreeable to her with one, whom I 
was filly enough to fancy ſhe loved. — 
Good Heavens, how great was my 
aſtoniſhment to hear ſo young a girl 
deliver her opinion in the ſelf ſame 
ſentiments with her ambitious mo- 
ther ] was ſtruck dumb, —and from 
that moment reſolved to purſue the 
moſt effectual method of revenge; 
for in truth, I muſt confeſs, my tem- 
per is too vindictive. —How could I 
puniſh the arrogance of this woman ? 
| I was 
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I was determined to do it, —and break- 
ing off I looked upon to be as good a 
method as any. I therefore, from a 
Juſt defire of vengeance, ſubdued the 
natural feelings of my heart, and bid 
an eternal farewell. 
Now as ſome of my fellow ſervants 
may have cenſured my behaviour, for 
want of knowing the affair thorough- 
ly; I have thought proper to give them 
this true ſtate of it, which I hope 
and doubt not, will ſufficiently wipe 
off every cruel aſperſion with which 
I have lately been ſo falſely charged. 
I have had the good fortune to be 
commended for my prudence, by my 
maſter and all who were acquainted 
with circumſtances, —in having dropt 
an affair, which mizht probably, and 
according to its proſpects, have ter- 
minated in the entire miſery of more 
individuals than one: this reflection 
in 
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in my preſent ſituation, affords me 
no ſmall degree of pleaſure; as I 
have fince- heard the girl is ſettled 
agreeably to her moſt ſanguine wiſhes, 
in the buſy world, —where her mo- 
ther has had the good fortune to 
marry her to the eldeſt ſon of an 
eminent brazier,—and as her Father 
is dead; the ſprightly widow is be- 
come a London Lap, — and lives 
with her daughter. I ſuppoſe they 
are happy, having every thing their 
ambitious wiſhes could defire. I live 
| a happy retired life, with the beſt of 
Maſters, to whom I am very faith- 
fully attached, —and in all reſpects 
feel my condition perfectly ſatisfac- 
tory ; but that I ſhould not appcar 
in an odious light, or labour under 
the inſupportable reproach of having 
miſbehaved, I thought this attempt 
to juſtify my conduct to thoſe who 

may 
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may not be convinced of the purity 

of my intentions, would be the moſt | 
effectual means of conviction to || 
them ; if not too far and unjuſtly || 
prejudiced againſt me. | 
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